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When Kimberly Moore and her sis-
ter Kelly Warshel think back on their 
childhood, they recall a loving home 
with a lot of animals roaming the 
apartment above the Richland Veter-
inary Hospital on Eisenhower Boule-
vard, and later their home beside the 
business.

They also remember a caring father, 
Thomas Dick, whose love for animals 
was connected to nearly everything 
they did.

“It was the coolest childhood in the 
entire world,” Warshel said.

Unfortunately, the sisters lost the 
patriarch of their family in late July 
after a brief fight with COVID-19. He 
died at the family’s vacation home in 
Chincoteague Island, Virginia, where 
he’d spent the past three years living 
with his wife, Sally.

Dick was 80 years old.
Although almost a month has passed 

since they last saw their father, he’s 
never far from their thoughts.

They remember him as the guy 
who was expelled from Ferndale Area 
School District when his father was 
the president of the school board, the 
man who brought boa constrictors 
home to roam the house, loved bird-
watching and helped nurture avian of 
all kinds, such as red tail hawks back 
to health.

Moore, now the Windber Area High 
School principal, said, with a laugh, 
that one hawk, after release, later tried 
to land on Warshel’s head at the bus 
stop when they were children.

Warshel said there was little con-
cern. Her parents just gave her a 
motorcycle helmet to wear for protec-
tion until they could capture it again.

But that was the kind of carefree, 
animal-filled environment the pair 
grew up in, according to the sisters.

The prankster’s favorite holiday was 
Halloween, his children said, and his 
love for the environment led to the 
development of the Dunnings Creek 
Wetlands near New Paris, Bedford 
County; the Allegheny Plateau Auto-
bah Society chapter; and the Allegheny 
Front Hawk Watch, near Schellsburg, 
Bedford County.

He also founded the Richland vet 
clinic in 1968 when he was 26 years 
old, and worked there until retirement 
in 2006.

Warshel, now a medical doctor like 
her mother, said her father had a child-
like sense of wonder, with everything 
from each morning’s sunrise to ants and 
spiders that roamed near the house.

“I will never forget that,” she said. 
“That was so unique.”

His curiosity and love for nature is 
what drew him to the wildlife refuge of 
Chincoteague Island.

The women fondly recalled many 
family vacations to Virginia, several of 
which included animals in tow, such as 
opossum joeys.

They said there was a particular 
hotel there that was aware of their 
dad’s work and welcomed the creatures 
as much as the guests.

Dick shared his love for the natural 
world with his son, Chris, as well.

“I think in large part my dad exposed 
me to nature and that I could pursue 
that professionally,” he said.

Chris Dick earned a bachelor’s degree 
in biology from Hampshire College 
in Massachusetts and his doctorate in 
ecology and evolutionary biology from 
Harvard University.

Now a professor in the field, he stud-
ied for his doctorate at the University 

of Michigan.
Chris Dick said his father created 

a free rehabilitation clinic for wild 
animals with the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission and served as the presi-
dent of the American Littoral Society, 
a group that “promotes the study and 
conservation of marine life and habi-
tat, protects the coast from harm, and 
empowers others to do the same.”

As part of the Audubon Society, 
Thomas Dick helped clean up Stack-
house Park, plant native wetland veg-
etation and remove industrial drainage 
ponds.

“Whenever there was some sort of 
activism, they would get together, put 
their minds together and work on it,” 
Chris Dick said.

He added that one of his dad’s talents 
was “to get other people excited about 
environmental things.”

An example Chris Dick gave was the 
Dunnings Creek Wetlands.

He said Thomas Dick purchased the 
former wetland turned lacking farm-
land at an auction.

Afterward, he partnered with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to get 
grants and other funding to create a 
series of impoundments – lakes and 
ponds in which the water levels can be 
raised and lowered.

“They previously had not partnered 
with a private individual before,” Chris 
Dick said.

There was some skepticism among 
the locals about the new wildlife refuge, 
but it turned out to attract more species 
of fowl than any other site, Chris Dick 
said.

The wetlands was also the first of its 
kind in the country to be developed 
into farmland and returned to nature 
again.

Moore said fighting for environmen-
tal endeavors continued throughout 
Thomas Dick’s life.

His last push involved keeping the 
windmills off Shaffer Mountain.

Moore said it wasn’t that her father 
was against the construction of the 
turbines, but that the proposed loca-
tion was directly in the flight path of 
migratory birds.

When the project was scrapped in 
2012, it “was a huge win for dad,” War-
shel said.

All three siblings agreed that their 
father’s outlook, morals, ethics and love 
for life influenced them tremendously.

Moore said his personality traits, 
such as his leadership skills, help her 
daily.

“He laughed and he lived in the 
moment, but he worked hard,” Moore 
said.

They also agreed that their parents’ 
focus on family and great relationship 
was a significant influence on them as 
well.

“I’m really, really proud of that,” War-
shel said.

Joshua Byers is a reporter for The 
Tribune-Democrat. He can be reached 
at 814-532-5054. Follow him on Twit-
ter @Journo_Josh.

Area veterinarian remembered as prankster with big heart, love for environmental endeavors

IN BRIEF
Five hurt in Clearfield 
Township accident

Five people were injured in 
a Clearfield Township crash 
Friday.

The incident occurred on 
Colonel Drake Highway at 
12:30 p.m., with all five individ-
uals taken to UPMC-Altoona 
by Hastings and Cambria Alli-
ance EMS, Cambria County 911 
officials wrote in a release to 
media.

No details were available 
about the extent of the injuries.

State police were investigat-
ing the crash.

One hospitalized in 
Route 219 crash

One person was transported 
to Memorial Medical Center in 
Johnstown early Saturday fol-
lowing a crash after midnight 
along U.S. Route 219.

The incident occurred on 
the northbound side of the 
highway at the Davidsville exit, 
Somerset County 911 officials 
said.

Jerome and Conemaugh 
Township fire departments 

were dispatched, as well as 
Conemaugh Township EMS 
and Conemaugh Township 
Police, a 911 supervisor said.

No other injuries were 
reported.

Man charged with 
striking woman

MEYERSDALE – A Meyers-
dale man faces charges, accused 
of striking a woman Friday 
after she refused to engage 
in sexual acts with him, state 
police said.

James Coyle, 57, was charged 
with harassment after showing 
up at the woman’s Meyersdale 
home, state police said.

Person injured in 
Prospect vehicle crash

One person was injured in 
a vehicle crash Saturday in 
Johnstown’s Prospect neigh-

borhood, according to Cam-
bria County 911 officials.

West End EMS transported 
one patient to Memorial Medi-
cal Center with injuries, accord-
ing to a release to media.

The crash occurred at the 
intersection of Crouse and Wil-
liam Penn avenues. 

Johnstown police also 
responded.

SENIOR MENUS
Cambria County

Monday: Unstuffed cabbage roll with tomato 
sauce, garlic whipped potatoes, carrots, dinner 
roll and fruit.

Tuesday: Warm roast beef and cheddar sand-
wich, summer corn chowder with crackers and 
pudding.

Wednesday: Stadium hot dog, sauerkraut, 
cheesy potatoes and warm cinnamon sliced 
apples.

Thursday: Not available.
Friday: Not available.

Somerset County

Monday: Barbecued chicken, cheesy ham 
browns, peas and carrots, church slaw and 
melon fruit cup.

Tuesday: Chili with cheese, mixed green salad 
with eggs, apple and corn muffin.

Wednesday: Hamloaf with pineapple glaze, 
scalloped potatoes, peas and pear.

Thursday: Chopped steak with gravy, mashed 

potatoes, vegetables, fruit salad and rye bread.
Friday: Potato-crusted cod, tartar sauce, 

pierogies, coleslaw and apricots. 

Somerset County Meals on Wheels

Monday: Dinner: Chicken patty, mixed vege-
tables, scalloped potatoes, pickled beets and des-
sert. Supper: Homemade soup, cheese sandwich, 
applesauce and raisins.

Tuesday: Dinner: Fish, parsley potatoes, corn, 
tossed salad and dessert. Supper: Homemade 
soup, sandwich spread, peaches and orange.

Wednesday: Dinner: Spaghetti, carrots, Ital-
ian bread, coleslaw and dessert. Supper: Home-
made soup, peanut butter sandwich, mandarin 
oranges and banana.

Thursday: Dinner: Ham, yams, peas and car-
rots, cottage cheese, vegetable sticks and dessert. 
Supper: Homemade soup, chicken salad sand-
wich, pears, melon and berries.

Friday: Dinner: Chicken, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, broccoli, kidney bean salad and des-
sert. Supper: Bread, apricots and melon.

BY DAVID HURST
DHURST@TRIBDEM.COM

GALLITZIN – Police blocked 
off a five-block area of Gallitzin 
and evacuated at least 200 resi-
dents Saturday after a lookalike 
bomb was found inside a truck, 
Gallitzin Sgt. Donald Craig said.

The state police’s Greensburg- 
based bomb squad examined 
the device and was able to ver-

ify it wasn’t a threat – but it 
created a tense few hours for 
responders that will result in 
criminal charges, Craig said.

He said police were initially 
dispatched to the parking lot of 
a Gallitzin social club Saturday 
on a report of a domestic inci-
dent involving two people who 
police learned had been the 
subject of another police call 

earlier that day.
Upon arrival, both individu-

als fled, Craig said.
In doing so, they left behind 

their truck, which had an 
approximately 10-inch long 
bundle of batteries with a cir-
cuit board-style device, he said.

“After I sent photos over to 
the state police, they told me 
not to handle it,” Craig said.

It turned out to be non-threat-
ening, “but in a situation like 
this ... it’s always better to be safe 
than sorry,” he said.

Police are treating the matter 
as serious regardless, he said.

Multiple departments from 
as far away as Ebensburg were 
called in to assist in an evacu-
ation that included three busi-
nesses, he said.

Gallitzin’s fire department 
blocked off a safety zone that 
extended five blocks to prevent 
residents from wandering into 
a potentially dangerous area, 
Craig added.

He said his department plans 
to file criminal charges, after 
discussing the matter with 
Cambria County District Attor-
ney Gregory Neugebauer. 

One of the individuals sought 
by police before the device 
was discovered was located by 
police and questioned Saturday 
while another remained on the 
run, Craig said.

David Hurst is a reporter for 
The Tribune-Democrat. Follow 
him on Twitter and Instagram 
@TDDavidHurst.

Police: Bomb scare in Gallitzin evacuates 200 residents

BY DAVID HURST
DHURST@TRIBDEM.COM

“Multiple” teens will face charges at the juve-
nile court level for their roles in a fight at a Tro-
jan Stadium football game Friday, Johnstown 
police said.

The exact number of juveniles was not yet 
known Saturday,  but each will face charges 
of disorderly conduct, riot and resisting 
arrest, Johnstown police Capt. Chad Miller 
said.

A day earlier, police said the fight sparked 
between two juveniles but soon grew to a crowd 
of nearly 100 people, including adults over 

the age of 18, during a rain delay that stopped 
Greater Johnstown’s season-opening game 
against Penn Cambria. 

Five police officers and the district’s school 
resource officers were able to stop the fight.

Johnstown police were still investigating the 
incident over the weekend.

Greater Johnstown Superintendent Amy 
Arcurio said students who were involved will 
face expulsion for the act.

David Hurst is a reporter for The Tribune- 
Democrat. Follow him on Twitter and Instagram 
@TDDavidHurst.

Cops: ‘Multiple’ teens to face 
charges in football game fight

EYE ON THE CAPITOL
The House and Senate remained in recess this week. The two chambers are scheduled to 
return to session after Labor Day. 
There were no key votes in the House nor the Senate this week.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Thomas Dick is pictured with his daughters Kimberly Moore and Kelly Warshel.

Tremendous influence
“He laughed and he 
lived in the moment, 
but he worked hard.”

KIMBERLY MOORE, 
DAUGHTER OF THE LATE 

THOMAS DICK
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

INSURANCE SERVICES LLC.

Stan Scislowicz
Licensed Insurance  Agent

Serving Cambria/Somerset County

Bill Hanik
Johnstown Construction

Does vinyl siding require any maintenance?

What do I do about Medicare if I work past age 65?

Vinyl siding requires little if any maintenance, never needs 
to be painted, and if damaged can be easily replaced. 
To maintain a fresh appearance vinyl siding should be 
washed at least once a year.

If you plan to work past age 65, you may be able to delay 
enrolling in Medicare, or you may have to enroll during your 
initial Enrollment Period in Parts A, B and D if you want to 
avoid late penalties. It will depend on your employer and if your 
employer coverage is creditable.

Johnstown Construction Services & ServiceMaster Restore • 124 Donald Lane, Johnstown, PA  15904
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